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VERMONT: 
 
13 Vt. Stat. Ann. §2802 
§ 2802. Disseminating indecent material to a minor in the presence of the minor 
 
(a) No person may, with knowledge of its character and content, sell, lend, distribute or give away to a minor: 

(1) Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film, or similar visual representation or 
image, including any such representation or image which is stored electronically, of a person or portion 
of the human body which depicts nudity, sexual conduct or sado-masochistic abuse and which is harmful 
to minors; or 
 
(2) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however reproduced, or sound recording which 
contains any matter enumerated in subdivision (1) of this subsection, or explicit and detailed verbal 
descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexual conduct or sado-masochistic abuse and 
which, taken as a whole, is harmful to minors. 

 
(b) No person may, with knowledge of the character and content of a motion picture, show or other presentation 
which, in whole or in part, depicts nudity, sexual conduct or sado-masochistic abuse, and which is harmful to 
minors: 
 

(1) Exhibit such a motion picture, show or other presentation to a minor; or 
 
(2) Sell or give away to a minor an admission ticket or pass to premises whereon there is exhibited or to 
be exhibited such a motion picture, show or other presentation; or 
(3) Admit a minor to premises whereon there is exhibited or to be exhibited such a motion picture, show 
or other presentation. 

 
(c) This section shall apply only to acts occurring in the presence of the minor. 
 
Credits 
 
1967, Adj. Sess., No. 340, § 2; 1999, Adj. Sess., No. 124, § 7; 2001, No. 41, § 7. 
 
13 V.S.A. § 2804b 
§ 2804b. Displaying obscene materials to minors 
 
A person commits the crime of displaying obscene materials to minors if, being the owner, operator or manager 
of a business or acting in a managerial capacity, he or she knowingly or recklessly permits a minor who is not 
accompanied by his or her parent or lawful guardian to enter or remain on the premises, if in that part of the 
premises where the minor is so permitted to be, there is visibly displayed: 
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(1) Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture or other visual representation or image of a person or portion of 
the human body that depicts nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or sado-masochistic abuse which is 
harmful to minors; or 
 
(2) Any book, magazine, paperback, pamphlet or other written or printed matter, however reproduced, that 
pictorially reveals a person or portion of the human body, depicts nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or 
sado-masochistic abuse, which is harmful to minors. 
 
Credits 
1973, Adj. Sess., No. 204, § 4. 
 
 
13 V.S.A. § 2805 
§ 2805. Presumption and defense 
(a) A person who engages in conduct prohibited by section 2802, 2802a, 2803, 2804, 2804a, or 2804b of this title 
is presumed to do so with knowledge of the character and content of the material, or the motion picture, show or 
presentation exhibited or to be exhibited. 
(b) In any prosecution arising under section 2802, 2802a, 2803, or 2804 of this title, it is an affirmative defense: 

(1) That the minor as to whom the offense is alleged to have been committed exhibited to the accused a 
draft card, driver's license, birth certificate or other official or apparently official document purporting to 
establish that the minor was 18 years of age or older; or 
(2) That the defendant was in a parental or guardianship relationship with the minor; or that the minor was 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian; or 
(3) That the defendant was a bona fide school, museum or public library, or was a person acting in the 
course of employment as an employee or official of such organization or of a retail outlet affiliated with 
and serving the educational purpose of such organization. 
 

(c) In any prosecution arising out of sections 2804a and 2804b of this title, it shall be an affirmative defense for 
the defendant to prove: 
 
(1) That the public display, even though in connection with a commercial venture, was primarily for literary, 
political, scientific or artistic purposes; or 
(2) That the public display was exhibited by a bona fide art, antique or similar gallery or exhibition, and visible 
in a normal display setting; or 
 
(3) That the defendant was a bona fide school, museum, or public library, or was a person acting in the course of 
employment as an employee or official of such organization or of a retail outlet affiliated with and serving the 
educational purpose of such organization. 
 
Credits 
1967, Adj. Sess., No. 340, § 4; 1973, Adj. Sess., No. 204, § 5; 2001, No. 41, § 9. 
 

 


