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New Mexico Pornography Laws 
 
 
NEW MEXICO: 
 
New Mexico recodified its criminal law based in part on the ALI-MPC in 1963. 
 
N. M. S. A. 1978, § 30-37-2 
§ 30-37-2. Offenses; books; pictures 
 
It is unlawful for a person to knowingly sell, deliver, distribute, display for sale or provide to a minor, or 
knowingly to possess with intent to sell, deliver, distribute, display for sale or provide to a minor: 
 

A. any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film or similar visual representation or 
image of a person or portion of the human body, or any replica, article or device having the appearance of either 
male or female genitals which depicts nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or sado-masochistic abuse and 
which is harmful to minors; or 
 

B. any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however produced or sound recording which contains 
any matter enumerated in Subsection A of this section or explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative 
accounts of sexual excitement, sexual conduct or sado-masochistic abuse and which, taken as a whole, is harmful 
to minors. 
 
Credits 
L. 1973, Ch. 257, § 2. 
Formerly 1953 Comp., § 40-50-2 
 
N. M. S. A. 1978, § 30-37-5 
§ 30-37-5. Exclusions; defenses 
No person shall be guilty of violating the provisions of this act: 
A. where such person had reasonable cause to believe that the minor involved had reached his eighteenth birthday, 
and such minor exhibited to such person a draft card, driver's license, birth certificate or other official or 
apparently official document purporting to establish that such minor had reached his eighteenth birthday; or 
B. if the minor was accompanied by his parent or guardian, or the parent or guardian has in writing waived the 
application of this act either generally or with reference to the particular transaction; or 
C. where such person had reasonable cause to believe that the person was the parent or guardian of the minor; or 
D. where such person is a bona fide school, museum or public library, or is acting in his capacity as an employee 
of such organization, or as a retail outlet affiliated with and serving the educational purposes of such organization. 
 
Credits 
L. 1973, Ch. 257, § 5. 
Formerly 1953 Comp., § 40-50-5. 

 


