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Missouri Pornography Laws 
 
 
MISSOURI: 
 
Missouri recodified its criminal law based in part on the ALI-MPC in 1979. 
Mo. Ann. Stat. § 573.010 (West) 
Definitions 
 
(14) “Pornographic for minors”, any material or performance is pornographic for minors if the following apply: 
(a) The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find that the material or performance, taken 
as a whole, has a tendency to cater or appeal to a prurient interest of minors; and 
(b) The material or performance depicts or describes nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse 
in a way which is patently offensive to the average person applying contemporary adult community standards with respect 
to what is suitable for minors; and 
(c) The material or performance, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors; 
 
Credits 
 
(L.1977, S.B. No. 60, p. 662, § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1979. Amended by L.1985, H.B. Nos. 366, 248, 372 & 393, § B, eff. July 19, 
1985; L.1987, H.B. Nos. 113, 501 & 668, § A, eff. July 15, 1987; L.1989, H.B. No. 225, § A; L.2000, S.B. Nos. 757 & 602, 
§ A; L.2006, H.B. Nos. 1698, 1236, 995, 1362 & 1290, § A, eff. June 5, 2006.) 
 
Mo. Ann. Stat. § 573.040 (West) 
Furnishing pornographic materials to minors  
A person commits the crime of furnishing pornographic material to minors if he or she:(1) Furnishes any material 
pornographic for minors, knowing that the person to whom it is furnished is a minor or acting in reckless disregard of the 
likelihood that such person is a minor; or(2) Produces, presents, directs or participates in any performance pornographic for 
minors that is furnished to a minor knowing that any person viewing such performance is a minor or acting in reckless 
disregard of the likelihood that a minor is viewing the performance; or(3) Furnishes, produces, presents, directs, participates 
in any performance or otherwise makes available material that is pornographic for minors via computer, electronic transfer, 
Internet or computer network if the person made the matter available to a specific individual known by the defendant to be 
a minor.  
 
2. It is not an affirmative defense to a prosecution for a violation of this section that the person being furnished the 
pornographic material is a peace officer masquerading as a minor. 
 
3. Furnishing pornographic material to minors or attempting to furnish pornographic material to minors is a class A 
misdemeanor unless the person has pleaded guilty to or has been found guilty of an offense committed at a different time 
pursuant to this chapter, chapter 566 or chapter 568, in which case it is a class D felony. 
 
Credits 
(L.1977, S.B. No. 60, p. 662, § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1979. Amended by L.1987, H.B. Nos. 113, 501 & 668, § A, eff. July 15, 1987; 
L.2000, S.B. Nos. 757 & 602, § A; L.2004, H.B. No. 1055, § A; L.2008, S.B. Nos. 714, 933, 899 & 758, § A; L.2009, H.B. 
No. 62, § A.) 

 


