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Hawaii Pornography Laws 
 
 
HAWAII: 
 
Hawaii recodified its criminal law based in part on the ALI-MPC in 1973. 
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. § 712-1215 (West): 
 
§ 712-1215. Promoting pornography for minors 
 
(1) A person commits the offense of promoting pornography for minors if:(a) Knowing its character and content, 
the person disseminates to a minor material which is pornographic for minors; or(b) Knowing the character and 
content of a motion picture film or other performance which, in whole or in part, is pornographic for minors, the 
person:(i) Exhibits such motion picture film or other performance to a minor; or(ii) Sells to a minor an admission 
ticket or pass to premises where there is exhibited or to be exhibited such motion picture film or other 
performance; or(iii) Admits a minor to premises where there is exhibited or to be exhibited such motion picture 
film or other performance. 
 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a parent, guardian, or other person in loco parentis to the minor or to a sibling 
of the minor, or to a person who commits any act specified therein in the person's capacity and within the scope 
of the person's employment as a member of the staff of any public library. 
 
(3) Promoting pornography for minors is a class C felony. 
 
Credits 
Laws 1972, ch. 9, § 1; Laws 1974, ch. 190, § 1; Laws 1984, ch. 90, § 1; Laws 1988, ch. 283, § 1; Laws 2000, ch. 
21, § 2. 
 
COMMENTARY ON § 712-1215 This section has no direct counterpart in previous Hawaii law. It is derived 
primarily from New York Revised Penal Law § 235.21 and its immediate predecessor, New York Penal Law § 
484(h)--(i). It is based on the State of Hawaii's role as parens patriae, and the duties and powers which attach to 
that role 
 


