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Florida Pornography Laws 
 
 
FLORIDA: 
 
Florida recodified its criminal law based in part on the ALI-MPC in 1975. 

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 847.001 

(6) “Harmful to minors” means any reproduction, imitation, characterization, description, exhibition, 
presentation, or representation, of whatever kind or form, depicting nudity, sexual conduct, or sexual excitement 
when it: 

(a) Predominantly appeals to a prurient, shameful, or morbid interest; 

(b) Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is suitable 
material or conduct for minors; and 

(c) Taken as a whole, is without serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors. 

A mother's breastfeeding of her baby is not under any circumstance “harmful to minors.” 

(8) “Minor” means any person under the age of 18 years. 

(9) “Nudity” means the showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area, or buttocks with less than a 
fully opaque covering; or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque covering of any portion 
thereof below the top of the nipple; or the depiction of covered male genitals in a discernibly turgid state. A 
mother's breastfeeding of her baby does not under any circumstance constitute “nudity,” irrespective of whether 
or not the nipple is covered during or incidental to feeding. 

 

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 847.012 (West): 

Harmful materials; sale or distribution to minors or using minors in production prohibited; penalty  

(1) As used in this section, “knowingly” means having the general knowledge of, reason to know, or a belief or 
ground for belief which warrants further inspection or inquiry of both:(a) The character and content of any 
material described in this section which is reasonably susceptible of examination by the defendant; and (b) The 
age of the minor. 

(2) A person's ignorance of a minor's age, a minor's misrepresentation of his or her age, a bona fide belief of a 
minor's age, or a minor's consent may not be raised as a defense in a prosecution for a violation of this section. 

(3) A person may not knowingly sell, rent, or loan for monetary consideration to a minor:(a) Any picture, 
photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film, videocassette, or similar visual representation or image of a  
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person or portion of the human body which depicts nudity or sexual conduct, sexual excitement, sexual battery, 
bestiality, or sadomasochistic abuse and which is harmful to minors; or(b) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed 
matter however reproduced, or sound recording that contains any matter defined in s. 847.001, explicit and 
detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, or sexual conduct and that is harmful to 
minors. 

(4) A person may not knowingly use a minor in the production of any material described in subsection (3), 
regardless of whether the material is intended for distribution to minors or is actually distributed to minors. 

(5) An adult may not knowingly distribute to a minor on school property, or post on school property, any material 
described in subsection (3). As used in this subsection, the term “school property” means the grounds or facility 
of any kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, junior high school, or secondary school, whether public 
or nonpublic. This subsection does not apply to the distribution or posting of school-approved instructional 
materials that by design serve as a major tool for assisting in the instruction of a subject or course by school 
officers, instructional personnel, administrative personnel, school volunteers, educational support employees, or 
managers as those terms are defined in s. 1012.01.  

(6) Any person violating any provision of this section commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided 
in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(7) Every act, thing, or transaction forbidden by this section constitutes a separate offense and is punishable as 
such. 
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