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COLORADO: 
 
Colorado recodified its criminal law based in part on the ALI-MPC in 1972. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18-7-501 (West) 

(2) “Harmful to children” means that quality of any description or representation, in whatever form, of sexually 
explicit nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse, when it:(a) Taken as a whole, 
predominantly appeals to the prurient interest in sex of children;(b) Is patently offensive to prevailing standards 
in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is suitable material for children; and(c) Is, when taken as 
a whole, lacking in serious literary, artistic, political, and scientific value for children. 

Credits 

Added by Laws 1981, H.B.1310, § 1. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18-7-502 (West) 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to sell or loan for monetary consideration to a child:(a) Any 
picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film, or similar visual representation or image of a person 
or portion of the human body which depicts sexually explicit nudity, sexual conduct, or sadomasochistic abuse 
and which, taken as a whole, is harmful to children; or(b) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however 
reproduced, or sound recording which contains any matter enumerated in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), or 
explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexual conduct, or 
sadomasochistic abuse and which, taken as a whole, is harmful to children. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to sell to a child an admission ticket or pass, or knowingly to 
admit a child to premises whereon there is exhibited a motion picture, show, or other presentation which, in whole 
or in part, depicts sexually explicit nudity, sexual conduct, or sadomasochistic abuse and which is harmful to 
children or to exhibit any such motion picture at any such premises which are not designed to prevent viewing 
from any public way of such motion picture by children not admitted to any such premises. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for any child falsely to represent to any person mentioned in subsection (1) or (2) of this 
section, or to his agent, that he is eighteen years of age or older, with the intent to procure any material set forth 
in subsection (1) of this section, or with the intent to procure his admission to any motion picture, show, or other 
presentation, as set forth in subsection (2) of this section. 

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to make a false representation to any person mentioned in 
subsection (1) or (2) of this section, or to his agent, that he is the parent or guardian of any juvenile, or that any 
child is eighteen years of age or older, with the intent to procure any material set forth in subsection (1) of this 
section, or with the intent to procure any child's admission to any motion picture, show, or other presentation, as 
set forth in subsection (2) of this section. 
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(5) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to exhibit, expose, or display in public at newsstands or any 
other business or commercial establishment frequented by children or where children are or may be invited as 
part of the general public:(a) Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film, or similar visual 
representation or image of a person or portion of the human body which depicts sexually explicit nudity, sexual 
conduct, or sadomasochistic abuse and which is harmful to children; or(b) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed 
matter however reproduced, or sound recording which contains any matter enumerated in paragraph (a) of this 
subsection (5), or explicit verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexual conduct, or 
sadomasochistic abuse and which, taken as a whole, is harmful to children.(6) A violation of any provision of this 
section is a class 2 misdemeanor. 

Credits 

Added by Laws 1981, H.B.1310, § 1. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18-7-503  

Nothing contained in this part 5 shall be construed to apply to: 

(a) The purchase, distribution, exhibition, or loan of any work of art, book, magazine, or other printed or 
manuscript material by any accredited museum, library, school, or institution of higher education; 

(b) The exhibition or performance of any play, drama, tableau, or motion picture by any theatre, museum, school, 
or institution of higher education, either supported by public appropriation or which is an accredited institution 
supported by private funds. 

Credits 

Added by Laws 1981, H.B.1310, § 1.  

 


